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WIEI TIIE CMADIAN CQIfTIIIGEIITS TO 

by Ed Richardson he 



(Fig* 1) A wer from a soldier in the First Canadian Contingent, 
■which vas tTcnsferred at sea, while en route from Canada to 
South Africa. Received at Brussels, Nov. 30, 1899, the day 
the Contiiicf^^nt landed at Cape Town. Type I, YMCA cover. 



On October 11, I899 came the outbreak of the Anglo*.Bo@S' War, 
WhUe Canada had no special Interests involved in South Africa, 
she had on numerous oecaalons expressed strong sympathy for 
Great Britain's South African policies. Canada had been successfully 
demostrating that It was possible for two peoples, ^dlth different 
cultures and languages, to share the responsibilities and privi- 
leges of citizenship. She therefore strongly condemned the actions 
of the Boer Republies and advocated a policy of equal rights for 
the Boers and Uitlanders alike. 
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Contingents - 2 

Thus Canada lost no time in promptly raobiliaing a fairly 
large force for duty In South Africa. 

On October 30, 1899 the Pir** Canadian Contingent, con- 
sisting officially of 1,019 nen, officers and staff embarked 
at Quebec City on the "SS Sardinian*' of the Allan Line. fTbere 
were also reported to be about 2$ stoi/aways aboard)* She make** 
up of this First Contingent was as follows «-» 

A Company - from British Columbia and I^anitoba 

B " - " London, Ontario 

C « - « Toronto, Ontario 

D " - *» Kingston & Ottawa, Ontario 

E « • w Montreal, P.Q. 

F " - M Quebec, P.Q, 

G *» - " New Brunswick & Prince Edward Island 

H " - •* Hova Scotia 

Among the soldiers in H Company was a D, Osborn, a pro- 
lific letter-writer. A number of covers from him and addressed 
presmaably to his wife or mother, in Belgium, turned up in the 
sale of the William C. Hlnde collection of postal history mater^ 
ial. 

This First Contingent was not to touch land again until 
they reached Cape Town exactly one month later, Hovember 30, 
1899. This \ms a great disappointment to the men, as they had 
hoped they might stop at St. Vincent in the Cape Verde Islands^ 

When the **SS Sardinian" had been at sea for about ten days 
these hopes still ran high. There was a great deal of letter 
writing to friends and relatives in hopes at the very least, 
that a boat would be sent off with the mall bags. D, Osborn© 
prepared one such letter (Fig. 1), and on the reverse side of 
the cover is the notation "Nov. 10th, 1899, S.S. Sardlniali, - 
a few days off St. Vincent? This would have been two days before 
the anticipated stop at St. Vincent. However ttie ship passed 
St. Vincent without stopping. 
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The original of this book is in 
the Cornell University Library. 

There are no known copyright restrictions in 
the United States on the use of the text. 



http://www.archive.org/details/cu31924072067691 



Contizigdnt — 3 

Four days lattr hovrevor, on November 161^, th« "S,S. 
Rangatira" was sighted, bound for Southampton, England. This 
time the troops were not to be disappointed, and two largo 
mall bags of maH matter, Including the coirer illustrated 
hemilth (fig. 1), \;ere placed in one of the Ufa boats and borne 
over the smooth tropical waters to the waiting "S»S* Rangatir»| 
a broad hulled freighter. 

The cover Is backs tamped with an in- transit I«ndon marking, 
November 29, 1899| and bears the Bjfuxelles (Brussels) Belgium 
arrival marking of November 30, I899, Free soldier's mail not 
being recognized by Belgium, a ?0 centimes, ydllow-brown postage 
due (Seotts* #78) was applied and cancelled on the same date. 

It had been known for years that this "transfer of mall 
at sea" took plaee, but so far as is knointi tMs is the only 
cover deflnately known to esdst which can be traced to this 
historic event. Until others turn up, it will remain the earliest 
of the Canadian Contingent covers. 



(Fig. 2) A cover from the same correspcmdenee as Fig. i. post* 
marked th« d«y of landing at Caoe Town. November 30, I899. 
Hecelwd at Brussels D©is«aber an-th, and postage due stamps 
applied and cancelled Christmas Day, December 25» lo99* 



Contlngont - h 

(Fig, 3) Reverse of Cover shown in Flg« 2. Not© the emblem on 
flap consisting of Canadian naple leaf, and »»Canadian 
Contingent / l899-1900If Manuscript notation indicates the 
letter was \irltten "Nov. 25, 1899 - SS Sardinian - few days 
before landing? 



Frcm the same correspondence cane another cover which makes 
a fitting companion for the first. This cover (fig. 2 & 3) was 
nailed at Cape Town on the day of landing, November 30, 1899 * 
the sane day the first cover arrived at Brussels. Notations on 
the reverse side indicate the letter was written on November 25th, 
aboard ship, a few days before the^S.S, Sardinian" completed her 
task of delvering the First Canadian Contingent in South Africa. 

Unfortunately there are no special postal markings of the 

Canadian Contingents* until after the arrival of the Second 

and the Canadian Postal Corps » 
Contingent |/when the faxalliar Canadian Contingent Cachet was put 

into use. Only thru the use of the Canadian Y.M.C.A* envelopes 

made ©specially for the Contingent in South Afrioai can soldiers 

covers of this earlier group be identified. 

There are at least three types of Y#M#C.A. envelopes used 
during this early period. Ihe cover illustrated in Fig. 1 is 
type I, and appears to be the earliest used. This type has also 
been seen used in Canada. This is not common. T^e II shown in 
fig. *f, is quite scarce, and shows the imprint reading "Dr H.G. 
Barrle / Officer in Charge" below the crossed flags. Dr. Barrle 
accMipanled the First Contingent aboard the 8S,S. Sardinlany 
All 2ype II covers I have seen, or which have been reported to 
me, were used in either December I899 or January 1900, indicating 
a rather short period of use. 

2ype III y.M.C.A. ©overs are those most frequently seen. 
Iheir use started in early February 1900 and continued in use 
at lenst thru that summer, (pig, 5), 



Contingents - $ 



(Fig. h) Type II Canadian If.M.C.A. envelop. Postmarked \rlth 
the doable-circle "^eld Post Office, B»0*«» Base Office 
narking| of Dec. 26| 1899» According to Rlch*s "Philately 
of the Anglo«-Boer War" this was the date of the earliest 
Canadian Contingent cover knmm to him. Hote that the 
covers in Fig. 1 & 2 were both much earlier. 



tFig. 5) !iype III Canadian Y.M.C.A. onvelpp. Postmarked with 
same Base Office narking as In Fig. k» Fob. 17f 1900. Why 
was the ••Barrle Imprint" removed? 



Contingents - 6 

There Is still another type Canadian t.M.C.A^ cover, 
type IV, with a single large Canadian flag, xfith four line 
Inscription above, and two line inscription below, the flag. 
Hoirover since this did not come into use until late In 1900 
It does not serve to Identify the mall of the First Contingent 
prior to the arrival of the Canadian Postal Corps, 

Ihe Comandlng 
Officer of the Canadian 
Contingents was Lieut. - 
Col, W.D. Otter, Ha had 
seen a great deal of 
previous action, Including 
service as an o: ficer In 
putting down the Nortii- 
West Rebellion of 1885, 
Col, Otter acccaa- 
panled the First Contin- 
gent aboard the "S.S, Sardin- 
ian? A cover of his, addressed 
to his wife, and bearing the 
Caziadlan Contingent Cachet 



<Flg. 6) Ideut,-Col, W,D, Otter, Ccaa- marking, is shown in fig, 

mandlng Officer of the Canadian Con* 

tlngents. He accompanied the First Col, Otter was also the 

Ccaitlngettt to So# Africa aboard the 

"S.sTSardlnlany subject of at least one known 

Canadian Patriotic of the 

Boor War (fig* 7)* it was one of a series of 10 designs, each bear» 

Ing th€ portrait of a Canadian officer with the forces in South 

Afrlca# 2Ms oerles, which appeared In 1900, was kamm as "She 

Soldiers of Canada - In South Africa" series, and ere quite rare. 
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(Fig« 7) A rape used Boer War Patriotic card of Canada| featuring 
Lt* Col. Otter, Coimsai:dUig Officer of the Canadian Contingents in 
So, Africa. Used from Pickering, Ont* Dec» 13, 1900, - one of the 
two known copies* 

2hQ SECOKD COHTIHGEtr?' f ^p<^ thf POSTAL CORPS CACHET 

The Canadian CtmtlngGnt Cachet or Postal Marking is certain- 
ly one of the most interesting of all Canadian military markings. 

It was designed azid produced tsy a veil loiovm Ottawa firm, azitd was 

a period of 
used for/approximately nine months during 19CK) by the Canadian 

Postal Corps In South Africa, part of which must have accompanied 

the first section of the Second Contingent, aboard the "Laurentlan*' 

of the Allan Line* 

Unlike the First Contingent, the Second sailed to South 
Africa in three sections* Members were recruited principally in 
the Canadian Northwest, and the three sections totalled approx- 
imately 1,310 men, officers and staff. 

Saetiodh . with which we are prinelpally Interested, sailed 
froa Halifax on January 21, 1900, aboard the *»IiaarentlanJ? The 
troops consisted of *»D** and "E*' Batteries, Brigade Division, Royal 
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Canadian AptHlepy. 

Also acccaapanylng thlc section xtqtq at least some of the 
Canadian Postal Corps. All are listed as having accompanied some 
section of the Second Contingent* Also accoaipanyii:^ the Seicmd 
Contingent, and possibly the first section, were four nurses of 
the Rod Cross, and an additional Y.1UC.A# representative, V^m T, 
P« Best, 

Again, unlike the First Contingent, this group of nen en- 
jojred a four hour stop at St. Vincent, Cape Verd© Islands, on 
January 31, 1900# This stop gives rise to another interesting 
phase of postal history, - the Canadian Contingent "EN ROUTE** 
marldjog, or cachet. 



(Fig. 8). Canadian Contingent '♦IN TRANSIT** marking of January 30, 

1900, Backstaiaped Ouolph, Ont», Feh, 16th| just one day earlier 

than the arrival date of the Second Contingent (1st section) at 
Cape Town. 

This Contingent "EN ROUTE** marking is quite rare, only four 
covers, and one "cut out** being known. It was unknotm to the 
philatelic world until late 19^» All are with the same date* 



Contingent - 9 

She cover Illustrated can be Identified with "D« Battery, 
Royal Canadian Artillery, vhlch sailed as part of the 2nd 
Contingent, Section I, 

It Is quite possible that the men were supplied in 
advance with the envelopes bearing tiie "M ROUTE" narking^ 
Ihls would have facilitated the handling of the peak load 
of mall the day of the mailing* This theory is borne out by 
the second cover bearing the "M ROUTE" marldng. It will be 
noted that it bears the "Jan» 30 1900" date, but was not 
actually mailed until 2|- weeks after the troops arrived 
in South Africa (Fig* 9), Hote however that tk the cover Is 
one furnished ty the Allan Idne, operators of the **Ii©urentlanS 



(F^g, 9) Another cover bearing the ".N ROUTE" marking but which 
was not mailed until March 6th, the troops having M;rlv^a to So. 
Africa on February 17th. This tends to bear out the theory that 
thf **M ROUTE*' marking was applied to envelopes In advance of "^« ®"a 
maxXing* 



Contingent « 10 

Sections II and I^^ do not provide us with any special 
maarilcings as presently lmo\m« Ilov/ever the Second Section left 
Halifax on the "Pomeranian" on January 27th arriving in Capo 
Town on February 26th, IMs section was made up of the 2nd 
Battalion, Canadian Mounted Rifles, Section III, mad© up 
of the l3t Battalion Canadian Mounted Rifles, and "C*» Battery, 
left Halifax on February 21, arriving at Cape Town on l%rch 21st, 
0310 Regular Canadian ContiiiPfent Cachet. 

Tbs earliest recorded use of this interesting postal-aillltary 
narldLng is March 20, 19CX), Apparantly it was the same handstamp 
as the "ETI ROUTE" marking but with the additional %7ords carved 
out« One v/caidors why the delay in the use of this marking from 
the tine of the arrival of the Section I of the Second Contingent 
on February 171^ » until the first recorded use on l%rdi 20tht Ihe 
earliest in the writer's collection is C3i an attractive "Patriotic 
Cover" apparantly brought along \rith one of the troops frcaa 
Halifax, and is dated March 23, 1900 (Fig. 10), 



(Fig, 10) A very early use of the Canadian Contingent Cachet, 
March 23* 1900 • on a Canadian Patriotic Cover, one of the few 
Canadian Patrioticfl Imown to have been used from So# Africa* 
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(Fig, U) Another cover with the Canadian Contingent jaarkine. 
From the correspondence of Lt«-Col Otter to his wife» Otter 
was the Coiamaading off iirer of the Canadian Contingents, 

It is interesting to note that there was a gradual 

change in the color of the inks used on these Contingent 

aarld-ngs during their brief Iftfe of less than a year. 

Bod — liavdiXf April & May 
Magenta- June 
Purple - July and larly August 
Deep Purple - 

Late August, Sept., Oct, and December* 

It will be noted that November is not listed above. ITo 
covers have yet been seen by this writer with dates for that 
montji. October dates are quite plentiful, but September and 
December dates seem to be quite scarce. Ilarch dates are rare. 

All Canadian Contingetnt Cachet covers known to this 
writer are addressed to Canad^ . However not all covers origin- 
ating with Canadian troops, and addressed to Canada seem to be 
so marked. 

It is believed, from a study of the British Array P.O. 
markings also found on these covers, that the Canadian Postal 
Corps personnel, applying the cachet, was for the most part 
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located neap, or at the Base Office, 
Xhe"Ihlrd** Canadian Cont:lnf>flnt^ 

Two sections of this Congentent sailed for So. Africa 
OP England as replacements, and inaddition in Section I of 
this Contingent was the famous "Strathconas Horse "made up 
of men from the North West Mounted Police. 

Section I with the "SiraAfH0M4" unit and 100 men for 

replacements of the First Contingent, left Halifax on the 

"Monteny" on March 17th, arriving in Cape Town on April 

reinforcements 
nth. Section II, made up of only' fifty zaySaaaanntxfor 

the Strathconas, left Montreal, I%y 1, and sailed to So» 

Africa W way of England, 

The latest date knovm for the use of the Canadian 

Contingent Cachet, is Deconbor 27, 1900 (Fig. 12), and 

interestingly enough IMs cover is one from an officer of 

the Strathcona unit. 



(Fie* 12) Latest known use of the Canadian Contingent Cachet 
« memiber 27, 1900. on a cover frora an officer of tiie 
"Strathcona's Horse? 
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4E>ic iM)l *# *4: 

The study of these Canadian Contingent Cachet raarkincs, 
and other related material, relative to the Canadian partici- 
pation in the Abglo-Boer War is a most facStoatlng field for 
the postal histroy specialist* We have covered here just 
briefly some of the more Interesting types of covers to be 
found. Hm/Qver a much greater field lies in the study of ttie 
various British linfry P.O. markings used on Canadian trocfp 
mail. There Is also a great field left almost untouched 
covering the Canadian troops which remained in So, Africa 
with the various units of the British a sSxSbmJJ s xk^wtvsm . Array 
under Lords Roberts and Kitchener, long after the "official* 
return of the Canadian Ccaatingents to Canada in late 19CK) 
and early 1901. 
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U. S, Civil War Patriotic?^ , 

USED IN and F ROM CAHADA 
by Ed Richardson 



Fig. 1 
U.S. Civil War patriotic cover, used from Canada. From 
Hamilton, C.W., June 27, IB62 to Hew York City, Stampless, 
with two Una "CANADA / PAID 10 CTS" in red. 



Considering the great numbers and variety of Civil War 
patriotic envelopes in use in the States, it seems odd that 
so few are known used in or f om Canada. They were on sale in 
almost any city and village in the United States, including 
many large population centers along the border. It would seem 
likely that a goodly number might have been used in mailing 
letters back to the States by visitors to Canada, and by 
Canadians with Northern sympathies. One would normally expect 
to find, a fair number used from such Canadian cities as Windsori 
Hamiltonj Fort Erie, Niagara, Toronto, Kingston, Prescott and 
Gananogue, all of which usually saw large numbers of U.S. 
visitors. One would also have reason to expect that the enter- 
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prising shopkeepers catoplnc to the tJ»S. ¥lstors, particularly In 
such frequented spots as Niagara, might even stock such envelopes 
for the "tourist trade Sf 

In fact it was with just such reasoning that the author set 
out nearly twenty years ago to bring together a collection of such 
covers, showing Canadian use* He set what he thought would be a 
modest goal, - one small album of such covers. Ten years later he 
revised his goal, being content to shoot for sufficient covers to 
make a •one-frame exhibit? More recently he has come to realize 
that even this goal is next to impossible, and is now content to 
add even one new cover a yeari 

For the facts are, ~ "ttiat in spite of the logic leading one 
to expect that such covers might exist in fair numbers, - U.S. 
Civil War patriotlcs used from Canada are Indeed rarities, and it 
is quite possible that not more than a dozen are An existance 
today. 



Fig. 2 



An excellent U.S. Civil War patriotic used from Prescott, CW. 
(across the river from Ogdensburg). to Burritt's Rapids, C.W. 
Franked with the 5$J Beaver, tied with a ^f-rlng numeral "35^ of 



Prescott. 
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1^0 single collector's item has had more lasting ©ffect on 
this collector than the patriotic chovm in Fig, 2, I first saw 
this cover in the Fred Jarrett collection some twenty years 
ago, - and it was this cover which started me on i^y own hunt 
for interesting Canadian covers, - not only examples of U.S. 
patriotics used in Canada, hut Boer War patriotics, soldiers 
covers, rate covers, end illrstrated advertising covers of 
Cpii£i.da. However not until the sale of Jarrett *s 13^9 issues 
did this cover cone onto the market^ « twenty years lateri 

Surprisingly enough the few covers \diich have turn-^d up, 
with one exception, were not mailed froci Canada to the U.S. as 
night logically he expected. Instead they were mailed at and 
to Canadian points, • domestic use,'^ Perhaps the real reason 
for their rarity today lies in the possibility that they were 
nost unpopular with the Canadians, I have cone to believe that 
this is the true explanation for their scarcity. To understand 
the Canadian feelings at the tine of the Civil War I quote from 
CJeorge W. Browns *s "Building the Canadian Hation',' (Chap*#rXXV):- 



Fig, 3 

A patriotic published in Detrifct, used from Windsor, C.W» on 
AoHl 29t 1861, to Hamilton* C.W; Stampless with the domestic 
rat« **raid 5* paid in cash. 
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lediate Causes of Confederation ii First among 
wiGse sirLft-movlng events was the Civil War in the United 

States. Beginning In 1^61 and raging for four years - 

and before It ended the victorious North was a great military 
power. 

"Canadian and British sympathies were aroused by the 
North's fight against slavery, and yet a series of unfortun- 
ate incidents almost embroiled the North and Britain in 
open war. To Canada and the Maritime Provinces this vras a 
most serious danger. Northern extremists declared that, when 
the war ended, their victorious armies would rcareh against 
Canada, and that the United States had a 'Manifest Destiny' 
to contrcl the entire continent* 'Four hundred thousand 
thoBoughly disciplined troops* said one newspaper, *wlll 
ask no better occupation than to destroy the last vestiges 
of British rule on the American contlnat and annex Canada 
to tlie UnlftQd States) Along the border there were many signs 
of bitterness and mlsuMerstandlng, and at one time the 
American government was on the point of renouclng the Rush- 
Bagot agreement \^ilch had lasted for almost fifty yeays? 

V/ithout a doubt, therein lies the explanation for their 
scarcity. Canadians would not be likely to use patriotic envelopes 
extolling the virtues of Idsssx the North. Particularly so when 
they had good reasons to doubt their faturo intentionsj 



Fig. k 

U.S. Cibll War patriotic sold In the Carl Pelander auctifen of 
Jan. 1^, 19^-3. Franked with 5^ Beaver, addressed to South Monaghan, 
- domestic use. 



Patriotic?: " ? 

Figures #1 thru ih show the only patrictlcs of ^Ich we 
have record* The vherc-abciits of j!^ is not currently loimm. 
We have no records of any others coming onto the market during 
the past twenty years, although \tq Ijelievc at least one ims 
sold which escaped oulf notice. 

Closely associated trith the patriotic^ are two other 
covers In our ccllectlon. The first is a statapleso cover of 
1865, used by the U.S. Consulate General for the British Horth 
American Provinces, at Montreal. (Fig. 5)« Xt is a patriotic of 
special use and purpose, not used by the goneral public. The 
sane conditions relating to the use of the other patriotlcs 
in Canada, 'joiad not apply in this case. It*s use Is normal. 



Fig. 5 
Patriotic nJ.S* Consulate General" stampless cover used from 
Montreal, Feb. 8, 1865, for local delivery. 
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The other type is a campaign cover of the first Lincoln 
campaign. It is embosed in design. On the front are the 
embossed words iJfQ!l[ 

"Slavery Sectional* 
Freedom National. 
Union & Liberty 
Fonrard to Victory** 

On the reverse, onlionsed In the flags- 

"Hon, Abraham Lincoln of 111, 

For President, . 
Hon, Hannibal Hamlin of Mo. 
For V. Pres.w 

This cover was mailed from Springville, tJ.C. to Tippicanoe, 

Indiana, January 1^, 1861. 



Fig, 6 

Lincoln^Haralin, Campaign cover used from Springvillei V.C, 
trliSS^SoS; Ind., !an. 1^, l861. Franked with pair of 
^4 beavers y prepaying the 10<# rate to the u.^. 
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Duping the period of the Civil War, the Canadian rates 
WQr® 5^ for domestic mail, 10^ for nail to the U.n. This wcs 
the period of use for the issue of 1859, contclnlng the ^^ Beaver 
and the 10($ Consort, I have never seen nor had reported a patriotic 
asing the 10^ Consort. Since prepayment was not then compulsory 
meny of tlieso covers are stciaploss, 

While not a U.S. Civil lira" patriotic j one other Canadian 
cover of tliis period should be reported. It's prenent where-abouts 
is uni:nown to the vritor, Ttiis is definatoly a Canadian patriotic 
of the sarie period. ?Iy notes indicate it's use on July 12, 1861# 
Interestingly enough this patriotic mcc printed in Detrftiit. 

The slogan text under the flag is xh interesting in that the 
SQjiLQ Slogan was used extensively in the patriotic s of Canada during 
the Boer War period some thirty-eight years later. 



Fig. 7 
A Canadian Patriotic used *h July 12, 1861. Domestic use, 

staiapless, with handstamped "Paia 51' 

We have also seen one other patriotic of this period with 
distinctly a Canadian "flavor" with an illustration of the then 
Prince Consort. 
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These are truly the classics of Canadian patriotic 
covers. Tying in as thry rio the porlod of the U.S. Civil 
war with that of the years inmedlately before and leading 
to the formation of the Dominion of Canada in l£67, - they 

are ii-terectiac bite of -postal history. 

Because of their scarcity, the fact that they fit into 
the period of the ^0 Beaver issue, and ^'oc^use of their 
"beauty luC. interest, they arc lil:ely to always be a most 
popular group vith CaiicidiEji cover fane. 



The textf- 



•♦Ihe Flag that's braved a thousand years, 
The battle, and the breeze," 



Aaeylean Phil, Cnni^j^^n 

CANADIAN EXPBDITTOIIARY FORCF. ^ n SIBERTA , iqiR-io 
by Ed Richardson 



Special "Canadian Siberian Expedition" ©nvlope, 
- provided by the "K of C" of Canada, with the x 
red and blue corner card. Type I Field Post 
Office Harking , l lay 18, 1919, 



An almost forgotten part of Canadian military and 
postal history Is forever recorded In the markings and 
covers from the few Canadian soldiers \gtoo made up taie 
small expeditionary force to Northern Rtss4liaQnd Siberia 
during the winter and spring of 1918-.19. 

In August 1918 the Allies, in order to prevent war 
supplies from falling Into German hands, following the 
Russian Revolution and breakdown of Russian resistance, 
landed forces in Northern Russia at Murmansk and at 
Archangel, Amtaig these Allied forces was a small group of 
Canadians. 



Siberia - lA (illfts.) 



Fig> 2 « Russian postcard, bearing Imperial Bussian 
adhesive stamp, tied with type I Field Post 
Office marking of the Canadian Siberian 
Expeditionary force. Also bears the only 
known strike of type II Base Headquarter ' s 
marking of the %pedltion« 



Fjga jl - Canadian Y«M.C*A» envelope, bearing type I 
Field Post Office marking of the Canadian 
Siberian Expeditionary Force, plus "passed 
by censor" marking. 
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Also a little later in the sane month Allied forces 
landed at Vladivostok, the Pacific port of «astem Siberia. 
Again there were Canadian forces vlth this group, hovrever they 
did not join these forces until early I919. 

The markings and covers recorded and illustrated here 
emanated from thftse small groups of ftrafita officers and 
soldiers making up these Canadian Siberian Bbcpeditionary 
Forces. Ttiey fom a limited but most Interesting chapter 
in Canadian military postal history. 

Munaansk-Mtirmflp Peninsulay* 
The f^yfft locality Involved was Murmansk and the Murman 
coast on the northern shore of the Kola Peninsula in the 
extreme north-west corner of Russia. According to MOmc 1 
"Bie Allied Forces on the Murmansk Front — are «- engaged in 
holding the Murman Peninsula and Rallvay to a point some dis- 
stance south of Soroka, in order that ccKomunications ^d.th the 
Archangle Force may be kept ama up by land. To assist in this 
measure the Canadian Overseas Ministry was asked in August 
1918, whether it could furnish a number of Officers and Non* 
ComralssicHied Officers to act as instructors for a Special 
Mobile Force at Soroka. It was particularly requested that only 
personnel familiar with Arctic conditions such as exist in this 



1 - UOIWC refers to the"Beport of the Ministry - Overseas 
Military Forces of Canada - I918. This bound volume of 
533 pages and maps was printed in Lcmdon by authority 
of the l-Hnlstry. It was apparantly published in early 
1919» All quotations, unless otherv/ise noted, are from 
this report, pages 20-23 and 68, 



Siberian' 



district should b« stlected, Voluntee s were — called for, 
and 18 Officers and 7% non-commissioned officers arrived in 
Ilorthem Russia under the command of Colonel J.E.Leckie, 
C.M.G,, D»S.O., In October 1918? 

So far I have not been able to locate any covers which 
can be deflnately assigned to these troops. However it Is 
quite possible that the cover shown in fig* 3 may have at 
least passed thru the postal corps with this group, 

Archangel-.D»ina River 
25ie second locale was at Archangel, situated at the 
mouth of the Dvlna River which flows north into the White 
Sea. The troops, using Archangel for base headquarters, 
were spread out in two columns, one south along the Dvlna 
River, and the other along the Vaga River, a branch of the 
Dvlna* 

"In this zone of operations there were two distinct 
Canadian Sections s 

"(a) A snail instructional and construction party 

at Archangel Itself: 
"(b) The 16th Brigade, Canadian Field Artllery, 
serving with the Dvlna and Vaga Columns? 
Regarding the first group tlie MOMFC reports " a 
volunteer party of five officers and 11 non-comaissioned 

officers proceeded to Archangel cooperating with the 

Allied Forces in administrative work, in the reconstruction 
of such units of the Russian Army - — still loyal to the 

Allies? 

Regarding the larger force MOIIFC further reports "the 
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War Office asked whether the Overseas lalltary Forces of 
Canada could furnish two batteries of Canadian Field Art- 
illery. Volunteers were called for from the Canadian Re- 
serve Artlllery,and the 16th Brigade Canadian Field Artillery, 
consisting of the 67th and 68th Batteries, with strengMi of 

18 officers and M^9 otherxranks was organized — and embarked 
for Russia on September 17, 1918. This Force — conslted almost 
entirely of personnel with experience on the Western Front. 

— — - These two batteries were in hard fighting near 

Shenkursk— . — • " 

On Irmlstlee Day (for troops elsewheroj, Hov. 11, 1918, 
"the Brigade fought a notable action when, though apparently 
outnumbered, the drivers, cooks and batmen fought with such 
courage and stubbornness, that they saved the Canadian gunsS 

Fig* 2 shows a Russian postcard, franked with Russia 
#62, cancelled with the lype I marking of the Field Post 
Office. This is dated Nov. 7, 1918 - just four days before 
the "notable action" mentioned above. It then required some 

19 days for the card to travel north to Archangel where it 
received the Type II marking of Base HeadquarteBs, on IIov. 26th. 

F3^g. "^ shows another cover, bearing the Canadian Y.II.C.A. 
comer card, and again bears the Type I marking dated Dec. 
11, 1918. Since this does not bear the Type II Base Head- 
quarters marking, it may never have gone back to Archangel. 
This is the cover which I believe may have reached Canada 
by way of Murraansk. It was noted that the purpose of the 
force at Soroka was "in order that communications with the 
Archangel Force may be kept up by land." Also the MOIIFC 
reports that sometime in the winter of 191G-19 " A march 
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Map of the Murmansk. Archangel ar«a of 
Kopthom Russia ftn th® Whit© Seat 
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carried out from Sopoka to Qm«ga, a distame of 

some 200 miles over a winter track. The entire transport for 

IS doumey was supplied and organized by the Canadian 
llobile Force? (See map). 

With the collapse of White Russian forces in Northern 
Russia, and the effective take over of the political organ- 
ization of the country by the Reds, the Allied governments 
ordered the withdrawal from this area. The le-embarkation, 
which began in the late spring of 1919 was completed by 
the end of September I919, 

Vladivoatnk « Siberia nronay 
For the ^^i£^ locale the scene shifts some 6,000 miles 
east of Archangel to Vladivostok, Russia's only port on the 
Pacific. 

As mentioned earlier, there were Allied forces in 
Vladivostok as early as Aufust 1918. Eventually there were 
70,000 Japanese holding important points in eastern Siberia, 
7,000 U.3. troops protecting the Trans-Siberian and Chinese 
Eastern railimys, and about 7,000 British troops assisting 
at Omsk the capital of interior Siberia. Among those British 
troops were eventually a small group of Canadians. The MOMFC 
does not mention this group so we suspect that these Canadians 
did not enter Siberia until after Jan. 1919» 

With the collapse of the White Russian forces at Omsk, 
there was a gradual withdrawal of Allied forces from Siberia. 
All Allied troops had been withdrawn by late 1919 with the 
exception of Japanese troops which still occupied Vladivostok 
and the eastern maritime provinces. 
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fX^t .X shows an attractive cover of patriotic design, 
embodying the Flag and the Maple Leaf, It also bears the 
type I Field Post Office marking, and curiously enough, like 
the U/o covers which originated in the Dtina River area, it also 
iias the indicia "1" above the datel !Ehis cover is dated l^ 
18, 1919. Inside is an interesting letter, also on patriotic 
stationery of a design similar to the envelope, and is dated 
•^adivftstftk, I^ 16, 19191' The soldier identifies himself as 
a member of the Canadian Array Medical Corps. 

The letter itself Is interesting as it is apparent he had 
been serving somewhere in the interior of Siberia. We quote 
"I wrote you froan Russia inland some time ago — — I will be 
well on my way back - do not send any more over here —- I am 
on — — . the Monteagle, or Empress of Asia, leaving the first 
week in Junejf 

The Markings 

Type I i~ The Field Post Office marking, appears on 
all three covers, originating from both 
areas of operations* 

However there was apparantly more than one 
devise used, as the size, shape, and spacing 
of the lettering differs slightly. 

This marking was known to Boggs, and is illus- 
traded in his handbook on Canada* 

TvD© II:- The Base §tWxM Headquarters marking. This 
was apparantly used only at Archangel, in 
Northern Russia. 

This is the only example we have seen, and 
we find no previous reference to the marking 
in any of the standard reference works on 
Canadian Postal History* 

In addition, KHxme the cover shown in fig. 3 also nears 
a censor marking. It is in the form of a snail single-lined 
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squar«4, 2? x 2^ lanu Inside, In four lines "PASSED / B? / 
CEaJSOB / 00»f» We know nothing of it's origin. 

**rt^m >|ii4t«>t:* ilf**** 4t9«(4>iti>|c 

Just a small group of men and officers, - just a small 
part of Canada's Interesting military postal history, hut 
forming an important chapter, none the less. W« invite others 
who can shed additional light on the Canadian Expeditionary 
Forces in Northern Russia and Siberia to contact the writer. 

30 — 



